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Colegio Beato Carlos Manuel Rodríguez 
English Curricular Map 

8th grade 

Time Period Content Essential 

Question 

Standard Expectation Skills Resources assessment 

August-October First Trimester 

 
Two weeks 
August 8-19 

Essay Writing What is an essay? 
What are the steps in 
essay writing? 
How can an essay be 
developed effectively? 

Writing: Develop 
and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
using the writing 
process (planning, 
drafting, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or 
publishing).  
 

 

 
 
 

8.W.4  Develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, 
drafting, revising, editing, use 
editing marks, rewriting, and 
publishing.  
 
 

1. Develop ideas through 
the writing process 
2. Determine thesis 
statement and 
supporting details and/or 
topic sentences. 
3. Write transitional 
sentences. 
4. Develop the 
introduction, body, and 
conclusion of an essay 

Lecture/conference  
Computer software  
Textbook 
Power point 
presentations 
World Wide Web 

Report and research 
Writing process tasks 
Checklist 
Graphic organizers 
Rubrics 
Quizzes 
Unit test 
 

 
Two Weeks 
August 22- September 2 

Elements of a Short 
Story 
 
Core text: 
Raymond’s Run 
 
Suggested texts: 
The Tell Tale Heart 
Flowers for Algernon 
The Story Teller 
 
 

What is a short story? 
What are the elements 
of a short story? 
The Big Question: Can 
all conflicts be 
Resolved? 
 
 

Reading: 
Analyze how and why 
individuals, events, or 
ideas develop and interact 
over the course of a text.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8.R.3 
L. Analyze how particular 
elements of a story or 
drama interact (e.g., how 
setting shapes the 
characters or plot).  
a. Distinguish character 
traits (internal and 
external).  
I. Analyze the interactions 
between individuals, 
events, and ideas in an 
informational text (e.g., 
how ideas influence 
individuals or events, or 
how individuals influence 
ideas or events).  
a. Interpret cause and 
effect relationships.  
 

 

 1. Identify elements of 
plot 
2. Analyze setting and 
how it affects characters 
motivation 
3. Analyze point of view 
4. Analyze and view how 
elements (Character, 
plot, setting, mood, 
theme…) interact with 
each other.  
5. Make predictions 

Pearson e-text  Unit I Oral presentation 
Oral reading fluency 
Written responses 
Quizzes 
Exams 
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Two Classes 
September 6-9 

Reading 
Conventions: 
Principal parts of 
Verbs 
Present 
Present participle 
Past 
Past participle 

What is a verb? 
What is the importance 
of a verb in a sentence? 
What are the principal 
parts of a verb? 
 

Language Arts: 
Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of English 
grammar and usage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

8.LA.1   
Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of English 
grammar.  
a. Explain the function and 
tenses of the different kinds 
of verbs and apply correctly.  

 
 
 
 
 

1. Identify principal parts 
of verbs  in a clause(s), 
paragraphs, 
informational texts 
and/or literature 

Pearson e-text  Unit I 
Worksheets 

Booklet 
Quiz 
Writing tasks 
 
 

Two weeks 
September 12-22 

Autobiographical 
Narrative 
Student Model 
Professional Model 
 
Reading 
Conventions:  
Conjuctions 

What is an 
autobiographical 
narrative? 
What are the steps for 
writing a narrative? 

Writing: Write literary 
texts to develop real or 
imagined experiences 
or events using 
effective technique, 
details, and structure.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

8.W.3  
Write literary texts using 
transitional words and other 
cohesive devices to better 
organize writing that develop 
real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive 
details, and well-structured 
event sequences.  
 
 

1.Develop an 
autobiographical 
narrative following 
narrative’s criteria. 
2. Plan prewriting and 
drafting strategies to 
develop narrative. 
3. Determine Word 
choice, voice and 
sentence structure in 
narrative writing. 
4. Edit and publish final 
product. 
5. identify types of 
conjunctions. 
6. Revise sentences by 
combining with 
conjunctions. 

Pearson e-text Unit I 
 

Writing work shop 
Selected response 
Graphic organizers 
Check lists 
 

Two weeks 
September 26- October 14 

Deliver a Narrative 
Presentation 

What is a narrative 
presentation? 
 

Speaking: Plan and deliver 
different types of oral 
presentations/reports to 
express information and 
support ideas in social, 
academic, college, and 
career settings. 
 
 

 
 

8.S.6   
  Plan and deliver oral 

presentations on a 
variety of topics using 
details and evidence to 
support ideas.  

.  
 
 
 

1. Consider audience 
during delivery. 
2. Use detail and 
appropiate sentences. 
3.. Focus on Word choice 
and audience feedback. 
 
 

Pearson e-text Unit I 
 

Oral report 
Evaluation Chek list 
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8th grade 

Time Period Content Essential 

Question 

Standard Expectation Skills Resources assessment 

October -December Second Trimester 

 
Two Weeks 
October 17-31 

Elements of NonFiction 
 
Core Text:  
From: Harriet Tubman, 
Conductor on the 
Underground Railroad 
 
Suggested texts: 
The Vision of Maya Ying 
Lin 
The Trouble with 
Television 
Science and the Sense of 
Wonder 

What is nonfiction? 
What are the different 
types of nonfiction 
Big question: How Much 
information is enough? 

  

Reading: Determine 
main ideas or themes 
of a text and analyze 
their development; 
summarize the key 
supporting details and 
ideas  

 
 

 8.R.2 
I. Determine main 
idea(s) in an 
informational text and 
analyze their 
development over the 
course of the text; 
provide an objective 
summary of the text  

 
 

 

1. Read informational 
texts. 
2. Understand common 
organizational patterns. 
3. Determine the main 
idea of a narrative. 
4. Identify Fact and 
Opinion 

 
  

Pearson e-text Unit II 
Videos 

 

KWL Chart 
Biographical Sketch 
Quiz 
Exam 

 
 

Two Weeks 
November 1-10 
 

Comparing Literary Works: 
Forest Fire/The 
Season’s…/Why Leaves 
Turn Color in the Fall 

How can different types of 
fiction and nonfiction 
Works be organized? 

Reading: 
Analyze the structure of 
texts, including how 
specific sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger 
portions of the text (e.g., a 
section, chapter, scene, or 
stanza) relate to each 
other and the whole.  

 

8.R.2   
L. Analyze how the 
structure of drama or a 
poem contributes to its 
meaning (e.g., soliloquy, 
sonnet).  
I. Analyze the structure an 
author uses to organize an 
informational text, 
including how the major 
sections contribute to the 
whole and to the 
development of the ideas.  
 

 

 1. Read to compare types 

of organization in 
informational texts or 
Literature. 
 

  

Pearson e-text Unit II 

 
Venn Diagram 
Timed Writing: Essay 
Exam 
Quiz 
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One Week 
November 14-18 

Compare and Contrast 
Essay 
Professional Model 
Student Model 

What are the steps for 
writing a compare and 
contrast essay? 

Writing: Write 
informational texts to 
examine and convey 
complex ideas and 
information clearly and 
accurately through the 
selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant 
content.  

 
 
 
 

 8.W.2 
Write informational texts to 
examine a topic and convey 
ideas, concepts, and 
information through the 
selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant 
content.  
 

1.Develop a compare and 
contrast essay . 
2. Plan prewriting and 
drafting strategies to 
develop the essay. 
3. Determine Word 
choice, voice and 
sentence structure. 
4. Edit and publish final 
product. 
 

Pearson e-text Unit II 
Power Point presenattions 
Lecture-Conference 

 Venn Diagram 
Graphic organizers 
Written report 

Three Weeks 
November 28-
December 9 

Research: Investigate the 
Topic. 
Suggested articles: 
*Choice: A Dr. Martin 
Luther King Tribute 
*Tears of Autum 
*From: I Know Where the 
Caged Birds Sing 
  

Big question: How Much 
information is enough? 
  

Writing:  
Conduct research 
projects of varying 
lengths based on 
focused questions to 
demonstrate 
understanding of the 
subject.  

 

 
 
 

 8. W.6  
Conduct short research 
projects to write a 
report that answers a 
question, drawing on 
several sources and 
refocusing the inquiry 
when appropriate.  

 
 

1. conduct a reserach 
Project and take notes 
about the topic assigned. 
 

Pearson e-text Unit II 
Magazine articles 
Web articles 
Autobiography 
Narratives 
 

 

 Graphic organizers 
Power point presentations 
Oral and/or written 
presentations. 

 

 
*Note: December  12-13 – Review Final Exams 
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Time Period Content Essential 
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Standard Expectation Skills Resources assessment 

January- March Third Trimester 

Two Weeks 
January 10-23 

Introduction to Poetry 
 
Poetry Collection #1: 
Silver/Ring Out/Wild 
Bells/Cat/Thumbprint 
 
Poetry Collections #2 and 
#3 may be used. 
 

 

What is Poetry? 
What are the Elements of 
Poetry? 
Big Question: What is the 
secret to reaching 
someone with words? 
 
 
 
 

Reading: Interpret words 
and phrases as they are used 
in a text, including 
determining technical, 
connotative, and figurative 
meanings, and analyze how 
specific word choices shape 
meaning or tone.  

 
 
 
 
 

 8.R.4   
L. Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases as 
they are used in a literary 
text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings; 
analyze the impact of 
rhymes and other 
repetitions of sounds (e.g., 
alliteration) on a specific 
verse or stanza of a poem 
or section of a story or 
drama.  

 
 
 

1. Identify forms of 
poetry 
2.Draw Conclusions 
3. Identify sound 
devices:alliteration, 
onomatopoeia, rhyme, 
meter. 

 
  

Pearson e-text Unit III 
Videos 
World Wide Web 
Worksheets 

 

Develop a Poem 
Write an Explanatory Text 
Quiz 
Exam 

 

Two Weeks 
January 24-February 
6 
 

Reading Conventions:  
Types of Sentences 
Direct and Indirect 
Objects 
 

How can sentences be 
classified? 
What is the difference 
between a direct object 
and indirect object? 
How can they be 
identified in a sentence? 
 

 

Language: Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of English 
grammar and usage.  

 
 
 

8.LA.1 Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of English 
grammar.  
 

 

 1. Identify different 

types of sentences. 
2. Identify Direct and 

indirect objects in 
clauses. 

Pearson worksheets 
Power Point Presentation 

 

Quiz 
Exam 
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Three Weeks 
February 7-21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elements of Drama 
The Diary of Ann Frank 
Act I and II 
 
Anchor texts: 
*From: Ann Frank: A diary 
of a Young Girl 
*From: Ann Frank 
Remembered 
*From Night 
*From: Remarks on a Visit 
to Bushenwald 

Big Question: Is it our 
differences or similarities 
that matter most? 

Reading: Analyze how and 
why individuals, events, or 
ideas develop and interact 
over the course of a text.  

 
 

8.R.3   
L. Analyze how particular 
elements of a story or 
drama interact (e.g., how 
setting shapes the 
characters or plot).  
a. Distinguish character 
traits (internal and 
external).  
I. Analyze the interactions 
between individuals, 
events, and ideas in an 
informational text (e.g., 
how ideas influence 
individuals or events, or 
how individuals influence 
ideas or events).  
a. Interpret cause and 
effect relationships.  

 

1. identify cause and 
effect relationships. 
2. Analyze the dramatic 
irony in dialogue. 
3. establish charcter’s 
internal and external 
motivation. 

 
 

Pearson e-text Unit IV 
Docummentary: The 
Holocaust 

 

Graphic organizar 
Timeline chart 
Exam 
Quiz 
Written response 

One Week 
February 22-March 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Language Study: 
Borrowed and Foreign 
words 

What are borrowed and 
Foreign words? 
Is it important to know 
borrowed and foreign 
words? 

Language: 
Determine or clarify 
the meaning of 
unknown words and 
phrases by using 
context clues, 
analyzing 
meaningful word 
parts, and consulting 
reference materials.  
 

 

 

8.LA.4 
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words or 
phrases based on 
appropriate reading and 
content, choosing flexibly 
from a variety of strategies.  
a. Use context clues to help 
determine the meaning of a 
word or phrase.  
 
 

 

1. Find the language of 
origing from English 
borrowed words. 

Pearson e-text Unit V 
Worksheets 

Booklets 
Charts 
Organizers 
Quiz  
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Time Period Content Essential 

Question 

Standard Expectation Skills Resources assessment 

March-May Fourth Trimester 

Two weeks 
March 6-20 

Reading Conventions:  
Basic Sentence Structure 
Capitalization 
Elipsis and Dashes 
Commas and Semicolons 

Why is sentence stucture 
important? 
Why is capitalization 
necessary? 
What are Elipsis and 
dashes for? 
What is the diffrence 
between a commas and 
semicolons. 

Language: Demonstrate 
command of the conventions 
of English grammar and 
usage. 
Apply English conventions 
using appropriate 
capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling.  

 
 
 
 

 8.LA.1 Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of English 
grammar. 
 
8.LA.2  
Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of English 
capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling.  
a. Use advanced 
punctuation (e.g., comma, 
ellipsis, dash) correctly.  

1. Establish the difference 
between punctuation 
marks. 
2.Place the correct 
punctuation mark in a 
sentence. 
3. Determine the purpose 
for capitalization. 
 

  

Pearson worksheets 
Lecture/conference 
Power point presentation 

Quiz 
exam 

 

Two Weeks 
March 21- April 5 
 
 

Elements of the American 
Folk Tradition. 
 
Core Text: Coyote Steals 
the Sun and the Moon 
Not available in  e-text 
 
Suggested texts: 
*Chicoria 
*The People, Yes 

The Big Question: Are 
yesterday’s heroes 
important today? 
 

Reading:  
Determine main ideas or 
themes of a text and analyze 
their development; 
summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas  

 

8.R.2 
L. Determine a theme or 
main idea of a literary text 
and analyze its 
development over the 
course of the text.  
a. Provide an objective 
summary of the text.  
I. Determine main idea(s) in 
an informational text and 
analyze their development 
over the course of the text; 
provide an objective 

summary of the text.  

 1. Recognize oral 
tradition techniques. 
2.Analyze themes in 
American Stories. 
3. Read a myth, an oral 
tradition… 
4. Summarize the main 
idea. 

Pearson e-text unit V Write a folk tale 
Write a myth 
Exam 
Oral presentation 

Three Weeks 
April 18-11 

Research: Investigate the 
Topic: 
Suggested Texts: 
*Brown vs. The Board of 
Education 
*On Women’s Right to 
Sufragge 

The Big Question: Are 
yesterday’s heroes 
important today? 
 

Speaking: Plan and deliver 
different types of oral 
presentations/reports to 
express information and 
support ideas in social, 
academic, college, and 
career settings.  

8.S.6 Plan and deliver oral 
presentations on a variety 
of topics using details and 
evidence to support ideas.  

 

1. Conduct a reserach 
Project and take notes 
about the topic assigned. 
 

Pearson E-Text Unit V 
 

Oral presentation 
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*Nonviolence Tree  
 

 
*Note: May 12-15 Review Final Exam 
 
Please be advised that this curricular map is subject to change. 
. 
 


